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terrible blow with a cane, which is supposed to kill them. Novices
The Tubuan and the Duk-duk are two disguised men who tobe&Ued
represent cassowaries. They dance with a short hopping
step in imitation of the cassowary. Each of them wears a
huge hat like an extinguisher, woven of grass or palm-
fibres ; it is six feet high, and descends to the wearer's
shoulders, completely concealing his head and face. From
the neck to the knees the man's body is hidden by a crino-
line made of the leaves of a certain tree fastened on hoops,
one above the other. The Tubuan is regarded as a female,
the Duk-duk as a male. The former Is supposed to breed The new
and give birth to the novices, who are accordingly looked birth'
upon as newly born. The female masks are very plain
compared with the male masks. Two of them are regularly
kept from year to year in order that they may annually
breed new Duk-duks. When they are wanted for this purpose
they are brought forth, decorated afresh, and provided with
new leaf dresses to match. According to one account, women
and children may not look upon one of these disguised men
or they would die. So strong is this superstition among
them that they will run away and hide as soon as they hear
him coming, for they are aware of his approach through a
peculiar shrieking noise he utters as he goes along. In the
district of Berara, where red is the Duk-duk colour, the mere
sight of a red cloth is enough to make the women take to
their heels. The common herd are not4 allowed to know
who the masker is. If he stumbles and his hat falls to the
ground, disclosing his face, or his crinoline is torn to tatters
by the bushes, his attendants immediately surround him to
hide his person from the vulgar eye. According to one
writer, indeed, the performer who drops his mask, or lets it
fall so that the sharp point at the top sticks in the ground,
is put to death. The institution of the Duk-duk Is common
to the neighbouring islands of New Ireland and the Duke
of York.1
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